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A recent report from NPR [National 
Public Radio] posed a hypothetical question 
that began with a choice.  It has been 
adapted here based on their article to reflect 
Clearfield County schools. 

Pretend there is a check in the mail to 
help you run your household, and you can 
use it to keep the lights on, the water 
running, and food on the table.  Would you 
rather that check be for $13,883 or $20,758? 

NPR did not pose it as a trick question; 
rather the story of Clearfield County schools 
in two numbers.  That $13,883 is how much 
money the Moshannon Valley School District 
spent per child in 2014 versus the top 
spending Clearfield County schools [NPR 
April 2016] 

Why is it that one area district has 
$13,883 to spend on each of its students, 
while another, nearby district has more than 
$20,000?  It comes down to two things - how 
much the state government allocates to the 
district and property taxes. 

Clearfield County Schools & Spending per 
Student [2014 numbers] 

 Moshannon Valley  $13,883 

 Curwensville $14,062 

 Clearfield  $14,546 

 West Branch $15,449 

 Philipsburg $16,628 

 Glendale  $16,720 

 Purchase Line $18,842 

 Harmony  $20,758 

The problem with a school-funding 
system that relies so heavily on local 
property taxes is straightforward.  Property 
values vary from community to community, 
district to district, and so do the tax 
revenues. 

To help poorer schools compensate for 
that local imbalance, Pennsylvania stepped 
in and provides state subsidy, which varies 
from community to community.  For 
example roughly 6% of State College School 
District is state funded compared to 71% of 
Moshannon Valley School District. 

Here is the cause for alarm.  Every 
district is held to the same academic 
standard; but with the disparity in Clearfield 
County districts alone, the achievement gap 
between students is notable.  In fact, NPR 
reports the gap between the nation's 
wealthiest and poorest students is growing 
dramatically, not shrinking, as many 
politicians want constituents to believe. 

The Campaign for Fair Funding wants to 
ensure that Pennsylvania adopts and 
maintains an adequate and equitable system 
of funding public education.  They recognize 
that every public school must have the 
resources necessary to enable every child to 
meet state academic standards, be prepared 
for post-secondary success, and become 
productive, knowledgeable, and engaged 
adults.  MoValley has to continue to fight to 
provide the best for our students. 

 

Elementary News 
Mrs. Beardsley’s 1st grade class reads from their 
published book, When I Grow Up.  Each student took a 
turn reading their contribution – great job! 

 

High School News 
The senior class trip to Washington DC that was 
postponed in November because of the bombings in 
Paris, was rescheduled to this week.  Our seniors are 
learning in a real-world classroom as the tour the 
educationally rich nation’s Capital! 
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Working Together to Ensure 

Every Student Succeeds  

The 6th grade Band and Chorus students are hard at work at 
Moshannon Valley Elementary!  Each group will perform four 
challenging yet enjoyable pieces of music for their concert on May 25.  
The 6th grade Band members have been working diligently to learn 
musical arrangements such as "Old Time Rock and Roll" by Bob 
Seger, Disney's "Circle of Life", a patriotic medley entitled "Fanfare 
Americana" and Pharrell Williams' hit song "Happy".  The 6th grade 
Chorus students have been rehearsing pieces such as "Cripple 
Creek", “Seasons of Love” from the Broadway musical Rent, “Hidden 
Away” made famous by Josh Groban, and Toto’s “Africa.  Each group 
meets once a week as a whole and the Band students meet in 
sections once a week as well.  Each and every student possesses great 
musical talent and impeccable work ethic.  I am truly proud of them 
and will miss them dearly as they move on to high school.  We hope 
you can join us on May 25 for the concert! 

 

Google Classroom Extending Learning… 
The Photoshop class now has the skill set  to work 

independently. 
Recently, Mr. Kowalcyk used Google Classroom to 

teach them how to digitally color a black and white 
photo in a self-paced instructional process that allowed 
the work to be differentiated for each student. Using a 
YouTube video edited by Mr. Kowalcyk using Adobe 
Premiere, he placed instructions that are more detailed 
in the video specific to the assignment.  Students did a 
great job following the tutorial and colorizing the image, 
while the instructor was able to go one-on-one with 
students who needed additional interventions or 
assistance.  In addition, students served as instructors 
helping each other out, which is encouraged as a 
valuable strategy to extend learning.  Mr. Kowalcyk’s 
role moved from teacher to facilitator in their learning 
experience and provided differentiated instruction as 
students worked at their own pace. 

Ultimately, they will have to colorize a black and 
white picture that will provide evidence of mastering the 
required skillsets in their final portfolio. 
 

 

 April 23: Freshman Dance 
 April 26: AP Testing Meetings 
 May 14: Prom 
 May 16: Keystone Testing Begins 
 May 31: HS Awards Ceremony 
 May 25: Elementary Music Concert 
 June 1: 6th Grade Graduation 
 June 2: Commencement 

One skill of the Daily 5 is teaching 
students how to appropriately "Read to 
Someone.”  Students in Ms. Tiesi’s class 
successfully read (Level F reading books) 
to a partner, but the exciting part was 
the conversation afterward! 

Seniors during the rescheduled 

Washington DC trip; [Above left] at 

the National Zoo’s Panda enclosure 

and [Above right] leaving their tour 

of the Capital Building.  Below is 

Liz Bacher at the Pentagon and 

Mrs. Kephart with secret service 

officer Paul Keith, alumni of 

MoValley. 


